Feb 25 08 11:08a Patent Department 

Amendmeat in response to an 
November 27, 2007 Office action 



Claims 1,3-11,13-16 and 20 - 22 remain in the application and stand rejected 
Claims 2, 6 and 17- 19 are previously canceled- Claims 1, 4, 5, 7, 9, 10, 13, 15 and 20 are 
amended herein. New claims 23 - 25 are added. No new matter has been added. Although this 
Amendment is being timely filed, the Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any fees that 
may be required for tfiis paper or credit any overpayment to Deposit Account No. 1 9-21 79. 

The "examiner should ahvavs look for enabled allowable subject matter and 
commimicate tp applicant what that sutgect matter is at the earliest point possible in the 
prosecution of the appUcation.'' MPEP2164.04, last paragraph (emphasis original). 

Claims 1, 4^ 5, 7, 9, 10, 13, 15 and 20 are amended herein to bett^ recite the invention, as 
supported by Figure 1 and corresponding description in the specification, e.g,, page 3, lines 13 - 
30. In particular, claims I, 9, 15 and 20 are amended to recite that the digital telephones aie in a 
private telephone network, that the remote telephones communicate through the public telephone 
network and that they cooperate wrtibi corresponding remote devices (virtual digital telephones) to 
act as digital telephones mflie private network^ ITiis is neither shown nor suggested by any 
reference of record. Claims 4 and 1 0 are amended to recite that the particular lemote device 
desigoates/seiects the conespcmding renK>te phone. This is not shown or suggested by any 
reference of record and is supported by the specification, e.g., page 6, lines 4-15 C*For a three 
party conference call, the chent PC can place a call to the us^'s cell phone, e.g., at 706^7766 in 
one area code. Then, the client PC can place the ceU phone qall on hold.''), dlahn 5 is amended 
to recite that remote devices connect over a second pubfic network that is different than the 
public telephone network. This is not shown or suggested by any referoice of record and is 
supported by claim 1 1 and the specification in general Claims 7 and 13 arc amended to recite 
that ftie remote telephones may be WAP devices. This is not shown or suggested by any 
reference of record and is supported by the specification at page 3, lines 25- 30, No new matter 
is added. 
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Amendment in response to an Atly DktNo,: 2001P18373US 

November 27, 2007 OflBce action Serial No.: 10/032,889 

New claims 23 25 recite^that tbe remote telephone may include "an analog telephone 
connected to a land line to said public telephone network, a cell phone connected to a cellular 
network and a wireless access protocol (WAP) connected to a wireless network!" This is not 
shown or suggested by any reference of record and is supported by the specification at page 3» 
lines 25 - 30. No new matter is added. Independent consideration and allowance of claims 23 - 
25 is respectfully requested. 

Claims 1, 3 11, 13 - 16and20 -22 are rejectedas bein&unpatentable^u^ 
§i03(a) over U.S. Patent No, 6,020,915 to Bruno et ai and U.S. Patent No; 5,619,555 to Fenton 
et al- in view of newly cited U.S. Patent No; 6,047,054 to Bay less et al., alone, or further in view 
of published U.S. Patent Application No. 2001/0026609 to Weinstein et al. The rejection is 
respectfully traversed. 

In rejecting claims 1, 3-. ! 1, 13 - 16 and 20 - 22, the Office action relies on Bruno et al. - 
and Fentm et al. as previously noted; and further, on Bayless et al., col. 1 , lines 64-67 and ck>L 
40, lines 59 - 6Tto show **fidl access to the capabilities of the PBX server. Office action 
page 3,iasrpaxagiaph, 

Bruno et al. shows ail arrangements of devices 101, 102, 103, 104 and 136/138 paired 
and serviced by/connected to common switches 1 14, 1 15, 1 16, 117, 132. See, e.g., coL 4, lines 
25 - 45 ("Each LEG may mclude a 5ESS JOM. switeh manufactured by Lucait Technologies, 
Inc, or other switdi-")- Communications to the switch 114, 1 1 5, 11 6, 1 1 7, 1 32 is not oyer a 
public network; and from switch 114, 115, 116, 117, 132 to switch 122, the connection 118, 119, 
120, 130 is common for each anangeroent. Bruno et al. fails to show a private network of digital 
telephones. 

As previously noted, Fenton et al. teaches "an audio confeiencing system 10 having a 
central server 12 connected through a LAN 14 to a pair of remote computers or workstations 16 
and 18 and through a telephone network 20 to a pah: of remote telephone 22 and 24. The 
telephone sets are iiot directly associated with the remote computers." CoL 4, lines 53—57 
(emphasis added). While an individual Fenton et al, computer 16, 18 may control an audio 
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confeiencc, it is ^%Qt directly associated with the icanote eonaputcrs.** J5af, Thetefi»e^ the *^pair of 
remote computers or worfcstatioiis 1^ and 18 and ... a pair of remote telephone sets 22 and 24'^ 
are not a pair of virtual digital telephones. Further, that ^lephone sets are not dirccdy 
associated with the remote coniputers^* teaches away fiom die present invention. 

Bayless et al. teaches a client server architectiue based system wherein users' *^p^sonaI 
computers are connected to one another and a server over a local area network.'^ Col. I , lines. 
53 - 57 (emphasis -added); and jsee, coL .8, lines 62 — 67, The server is connected to ii PBX imd 
user phones on user desks are connected to the PBX. Col. 1, lines 57—60. However, those user 
phones are incidental to the Bayless et aJ. invention. Instead Bayless et al. is directed to 
^presenting the [computer] user with a fiiiJy functional telephone system using a flexible 
graphical user mt^r&ce." Id, lines 47 - 49. Thus, the users' personal computers run a GUI 
'^through whidi isach user may receive and place calls and use other telephone ftmctions.^ Id, 
lines 60 — 64. Using a respective computer as a fiiliy iiuictional telephone, eacdi user **may 
access tfae server C0mpuler,-a5 nece^^, to access the PBX ... Jd^-lmes 64 — 67. 

Further, Bayt^et b1. Figure 3 ^sfaowsxi^^com^^ 
general purpose computer 56> and telephone 12. Coniputer telephone system 10 ts connected to 
central office 80 throi^ Centcex line 76. General purpose computer 56 is connected to central 
ofiBce 80 usiqig telephone interface software 78 and Centcex line 76.'^ CoL 8, Imes 62— 67. "To 
allow all functions of roinputer telephone system IQ to be utilized with the embo(Ument 
• illustrated. in FIG. 3,-both.client software -82 and server software 84.areexecuted oageneral 
purpose computer 56." CoL 9, lines 1-4. Since the ''coinputer telephone system 1 0 [that] 
comprises general puipose computer 56, and telephone 72," the cordbination with Fenton et al. is 
contrary to tbe teaching of both and, therefore, nonrobvious. 

Thus, the c(»nbiiiation of Bnmo et al. and Fenton et al. with Bayless et al. feils to result in 
the present invention as recited in ^ claims, as rejected or as ammded. Furdier, since Fenton et * 
. a].:teaclies.away;..azKlsmce:the combmationjsf Bayless et.al- wifli.Fenton£t.al. is .contrary to.tfae 
teaching of botl^ die c<Hnbination of Bruno et aL and Fenton et al. with Bayless et aL is non- 
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obvious. Reconsideration andi^thdrawal oflheiejection of claims 1> 3 9 - 1 1, IS - 16 and 
20 - 22 under 35 U.S.C, §l03(a) is respectfully requested 

Neither does Weinstein et aL, which is relied upon to teach a wireless area protocol 
(WAP) device connected over the Internet, add what is missing from the combination of Bruno 
et a].» Fenton et al. and Bayless et al. to result in the preset inventioa as recited in 1 and 9. 
Thus, the combination of a Weinstein et al. WAP wifli Bruno et al., Fenton et al. and Bayless et 
al. does not result m the present invention as recited in claims 7, 8, 1 3 and 1 4, which depend 
from claims 1 and 9. Reccmsidieration and withdrawal of dbie rejection, of cliaims 7^ 8, 13 and 14 
under 35 U.S.C. §1 03(a) is respectfully lequested 

The applicants diank the Examiner for efforts, both past and present, in examining the 
an>lication. Believing the amendment to place q>pIication in condition for allowance, flie 
applicants respectfully request that tibe Examiner consider new claims 23 -25,.reoonsider and 
^mthdmw the rejection of claims 1, 3 - 1 1, 13 - 16 and 20- 22 under 35 U.S.C. §l03(a) and 
allow the application to issue. 

Should the Examiner believe anythipg fiirtiier may be required, the Examiner is requested 
to contact the undersigned attomey at the telephone ntunber listed below for a telephonic or 
personal interview to discuss any odier chains. 



S iemens Corporation 
Customer Number: 2$524 
Intellectual Property Department 
170 Wood Avenue South 
Iselin, New Jersey 08830 



Re^>ectfiilly submitted. 




(E>ate) 




Reg, No, 38,409 

Direct Dial: 408-492-5336 
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